The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge - Brookfield - West Brookfield - East Brookfield - North Brookfield & New Braintree 





NORTH BROOKFIELD 


Summer reading 
Starts July 6 p5 


Volume 13, Number 37 


CURRENT 


STURBRIDGE 


OSV opens July 4th 
weekend p8 





Sports 
Classifieds 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 


www.turley.com 





Editorial/Opinion 4 


UABOAG 


Family of Molly Bish gathers to remember her 


Family marks 20th 
anniversary of abduction 


By Sloane M. Perron 
Correspondent 


WARREN -— It has been 
20 years since Molly Bish was 
abducted from her lifeguard 
post at Comins Pond in War- 
ren. While two decades have 
passed, the heartache and pain 
her family has endured is still 
as fresh as the day the 16-year- 
old first went missing on June 
27, 2000. 

Due to COVID-19, the 
plans for the solemn milestone 
were intimate and emotional. 
Twenty vehicles formed a road- 
side parade. These cars were 
guided by yellow ribbons and 
lights throughout the town as 
they retraced the roads to the 
last destination where Molly 
was seen alive. Townspeople 
were also asked to decorate 
stones that depicted acts of 
kindness, these stones will be 
featured in “Molly’s Garden.” 

Friends and family gath- 
ered near the pond to celebrate 
Molly’s short but beautiful life. 
Twenty jars filled with “twin- 
kle” lights were dispersed 
among the crowd. Those 
with jars placed them on the 
ground and formed a heart. 
This emphasized the theme for 
the event which was “light the 





Molly’s parents Magi and John Bish are pictured at Comins Pond with their son, John Bish Jr. and his family, and their daughter, 
Heather Bish, alongside her daughter, Mikaela Gresty. 





way. State Sen. Anne Gob, 
D-Spencer, State Rep. Todd 
Smola and Worcester County 
District Attorney Joe Early Jr. 
were also in attendance. 

“Who would have ever 
thought that we would be 
here 20 years later?” Magi 


Bish asked the crowd during 
her daughter’s memorial. She 
described her first night with- 
out Molly, just hours after her 
daughter was discovered miss- 
ing. “I then sat on my porch 
and I looked out into the sky 
of a world I did not know ex- 


isted. Looking into the deep 
blue sky, I'd seen the twinkling 
lights as they always had been 
but somehow, within hours, 
our lives changed. I prom- 
ised Molly she would find the 


Please see MOLLY, page 6 


Sturbridge’s McHugh graduates 
U.S. Merchant Marine Academy 


KINGS POINT, NEW 
YORK -— Grace Finnegan 
McHugh, daughter of Andrew 
and Laura McHugh, of Stur- 
bridge, recently graduated from 
the United States Merchant 
Marine Academy at Kings 
Point. McHugh earned a bach- 
elor of science degree and a 
commission in the U. S. Armed 
Forces. She also earned a Mer- 
chant Marine officer license, 
qualifying her to serve as an of- 
ficer on any ship in the USS. flag 
merchant marine. McHugh is a 
graduate of Tantasqua Region- 
al High School. 

The United States Merchant 
Marine Academy 1s a federal 
service academy that educates 
and graduates licensed Mer- 
chant Marine officers. In addi- 
tion to the rigorous academic 
and physical requirements for 
admission, applicants must be 
nominated by their congress- 
man or senator. 

All USMMA graduates in- 
cur an obligation to serve the 





TURLEY PUBLICATIONS COURTESY PHOTO 
Grace McHugh, of Stubridge, graduated 
from the United States Merchant Ma- 
rine Academy at Kings Point, New York 
in June. 


United States. The U.S. Flag 
Merchant Marine, manned 
exclusively by American mar- 
iners, is essential for securing 
the country’s commerce in 
peacetime and delivering warf- 


Please see MCHUGH, page 3 
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Board 
cancels 
July 4th 
events 


Board of Health 
advised against it 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — 
Selectmen announced Tuesday 
on the town’s website that a 


planned Fourth of July parade 


followed by family-friendly ac- 
tivities on the Town Common 
has been canceled. 

Selectmen, the Playground 
Committee and the Finance 
Committee had planned a 
Fourth of July parade on Sat- 


urday, followed by activities 


on the Town Common much 
to the consternation of the 
Board of Health. The cancel- 
ation announcement blamed 
the BOH for contacting media 
in Worcester and Boston about 
the event, which could have 
meant thousands of people 
coming to town for the event, 
creating a public safety health 
problem. 


Please see FOURTH, page 9 


Eighth-grader continues to serve 
community during COVID-19 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— Jake Standowicz has con- 
tinued to serve his commu- 
nity and has been honing his 
leadership skills during the 
COVID-19 restrictions put in 
place to keep the disease from 
spreading. 

Chosen by his teachers at 
North Brookfield Junior Se- 
nior High School to represent 
the school in the statewide 
Project 351 program, Stando- 
wicz said he was lucky to be 
able to participate in person 
the yearly event held in Bos- 
ton in January. 

“It was really inspiring to 
hear Gov. (Charlie) Baker and 
Lauren Baker talk to us,” he 
said in an interview Monday. 
“They expressed their grati- 
tude and talked about being 
inspired by how we helped 
all the people in the city and 





TURLEY PUBLICATIONS COURTESY PHOTO 
North Brookfield Junior Senior High 
School eighth-grader Jake Stando- 
wicz was the school’s ambassador to 
the 351 Project, which promotes and 
teaches leadership and community 
service. 


around the state.” 

The words from the gov- 
ernor and First Lady came 
after students had gathered 
at Faneuil Hall and fanned 
out to different nonprofits to 


help out those groups with 
everyday chores. In Stando- 
wicz's case, that meant sort- 
ing donated clothing at Cra- 
dles 2 Crayons, a nonprofit 
that serves young children 
in low-income families with 
clothes and other supplies. 

Students representing 
towns from across the state 
converge in Boston for the 
day-long event during the 
weekend of Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day. 

“It was very cool,” he said 
of meeting students from 
across the state. “Some of 
them came from towns I had 
never even heard of. We talk- 
ed about they were doing at 
their school and how did their 
school did things. It was just 
really exciting to be there. 
They were just so _ excited 
about getting together and to 
be there.” 

After working with Cra- 


Please see JAKE, page 9 
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Local residents receive degrees from WPI 


WORCESTER — Late this 
spring, Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute celebrated the Class of 
2020 with a socially-distanced 
commencement season in place 
of its traditional 152nd com- 
mencement exercises. 

Jacob Wisniewski of West 
Brookfield, was awarded a 
bachelor of science degree in 
management engineering. 

Matthew Bressette, of Fisk- 
dale, was awarded a bachelor 
of science degree in mechanical 
engineering with distinction. 

Christopher Tillotson, of 
North Brookfield, was award- 
ed a bachelor of science degree 
in mechanical engineering with 
high distinction and a master 
of science degree in manage- 
ment. 

Bailey Waterman, of Fisk- 
dale, was awarded a master of 
science degree in aerospace en- 
gineering. 

Anna Hernandez, of West 
Brookfield, was awarded a mas- 
ter of science degree in electri- 
cal and computer engineering. 

Matthew Bressette, Fisk- 
dale, was awarded a bachelor 
of science degree in mechanical 
engineering with distinction. 

Bailey Waterman of Fisk- 
dale, was awarded a master of 
science degree in aerospace en- 


gineering. 

Since the Class of 2020 was 
unable to receive diplomas in 
person this year, they instead 
received personal commence- 
ment packages, which were 
mailed to their home. The 
packages included their diplo- 
mas, commencement regalia 
and other items to celebrate 
their successes, as well as a con- 
gratulatory video message from 
President Laurie Leshin. In to- 
tal, WPI awarded 1,043 bach- 
elor’s degrees, 674 master’s de- 
grees, and 54 doctoral degrees. 

In her video message, Lesh- 
in made the traditional com- 
mencement walk to the WPI’s 
iconic Earle Bridge, which stu- 
dents walk over during new stu- 
dent orientation and then again 
when they graduate. She then 
stopped, turned, and told grad- 
uates, “You should be here. But 
make no mistake: Today 1s still 
your day. You’ve walked this 
bridge together once, and you 
will walk it again. I can’t wait to 
see you do just that. Until then, 
it’s my honor to wait for you.” 

WPI plans to hold in-person 
undergraduate and graduate 
commencement ceremonies 1n 
the future, at a date to be an- 
nounced. 

WPI, a global leader in proj- 


to stop the 
stigma associated 
with addiction. 


ect-based learning, is a distinc- 
tive, top-tier technological uni- 
versity founded in 1865 on the 
principle that students learn 
most effectively by applying 
the theory learned in the class- 
room to the practice of solving 
real-world problems. Recog- 
nized by the National Academy 
of Engineering with the 2016 
Bernard M. Gordon Prize for 
Innovation in Engineering and 
Technology Education, WPI’s 
pioneering project-based cur- 


riculum engages undergrad- 
uates in solving important 
scientific, technological, and 


societal problems throughout 
their education and at more 
than 50 project centers around 
the world. 

WPI offers more than 50 
bachelor’s, master’s, and doc- 
toral degree programs across 
14 academic departments in 
science, engineering, technolo- 
gy, business, the social sciences, 
and the humanities and arts. 
Its faculty and students pur- 
sue groundbreaking research 
to meet ongoing challenges 
in health and biotechnology; 
robotics and the internet of 
things; advanced materials and 
manufacturing; cyber, data, 
and security systems; learning 
science; and more. 


AIC announces spring 2020 
dean’s list 


SPRINGFIELD — American International College, in 
Springfield, has named 686 students to the spring 2020 dean’s 
list. Dean’s List students are full time students who have 
achieved a 3.3 to 4.0 GPA. AIC commends the exceptional 
commitment and accomplishment of these scholars during an 
unprecedented time. Local students who were named to the 
list include Alexandra Fish, of Fiskdale, and Emily Matte and 
Tayla Shepard, both of Sturbridge. 

Founded in 1885, American International College 1s a pri- 
vate, co-educational, doctoral granting institution located 
in Springfield, comprising the School of Business, Arts and 
Sciences, the School of Education, and the School of Health 
Sciences. AIC supports and advances education, diversity and 
opportunity for its students and the community. 


Aliya Zubi named to dean’s list 


HAMDEN, CONNECTICUT — Aliya Zubi, of 
Brookfield, Massachusetts, was named to the dean’s list 
for the spring 2020 semester at Quinnipiac University. 
To qualify for the dean’s list, students must earn a grade 
point average of at least 3.5 with no grade lower than C. 
Full-time students must complete at least 14 credits in 
a semester, with at least 12 credits that have been grad- 
ed on a letter grade basis to be eligible. Part-time stu- 
dents must complete at least six credits during a semester. 
Quinnipiac is a private, coeducational, nonsectarian insti- 
tution located 90 minutes north of New York City and two 
hours from Boston. The university enrolls 7,000 full-time 
undergraduate and 3,000 graduate and part-time students in 
110 degree programs through its Schools of Business, Com- 
munications, Education, Engineering, Health Sciences, Law, 
Medicine, Nursing and the College of Arts and Sciences. For 
more information, please visit qu.edu. 
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Join Us! Go to our website & Facebook page for more information. 


We pledge to treat all people with a substance 
use disorder with dignity and respect. 


We pledge to talk about addiction as a chronic 


illness, not a moral failing. 


We pledge to be leaders in reducing stigma 
and promoting recovery from this disease. 


Prevention. Treatment. Recovery. 
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Babies with an opioid dependency 


Substance use disorder or addiction 
Use, misuse 
Risky, unhealthy, or heavy use 


Person in recovery 
Abstinent 
Not drinking or taking drugs 


Treatment or medication for addiction 
Medication for Opioid Use 
Disorder/Alcohol Use Disorder 


Positive, negative (toxicology screen results) 


NON-STIGMATIZING LANGUAGE 


Person with a substance use disorder 


STIGMATIZING LANGUAGE 


e Substance abuser or drug abuser 
Alcoholic 
Addict 
User 
Abuser 
Drunk 
Junkie 


'e Addicted Babies/Born addicted 
Drug habit 


Abuse 
Problem 


Clean 


Substitution or replacement therapy 
Medication-Assisted Treatment 


Clean: dirty 








@& Grayken Center 
, ——— for Addiction 





REEL 





Boston Medical Center 


www.qhsua.org | facebook.com/QHSUA/ 
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Grace McHugh, of Sturbridge, was a member of the Class of 2020 of the 
U.S. Merchant Marine Academy, who can be seen tossing their hats in 
the air after graduating this month. 


MCHUGH from page 1 


ighters, weapons, and military supplies in times of con- 
flict. The majority of “Kings Pointers” serve for eight 
years as Navy reservists in the Strategic Sealift Officer 
Program while working aboard U.S. flag vessels; others 
will serve on active duty in our nation’s armed forces. 

By virtue of their elite training and real-world expe- 
rience, graduates are ready to go on day one in service 
of American military strength and economic power. As 
part of her four-year education, McHugh spent one 
year training as a cadet aboard ocean-going vessels. 
McHugh will be going to sea aboard U.S. Flag mer- 
chant ships as a Third Assistant Engineering Officer. 

US. Secretary of Transportation Elaine Chao gave 
the commencement address and told the graduates 
they “Join a long line of Academy graduates who have 
served their country with great distinction.” 

Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, the Class of 2020 
midshipmen returned to USMMA for three weeks in 
June to prepare for and take their U.S. Coast Guard h- 
cense exam, four days of tests which midshipmen must 
pass in order to graduate. This year, the graduation 
ceremony was held at the War Memorial Monument 
where the names of the cadets and graduates who died 
during World War II are remembered. Superintendent 
RADM Jack Buono said, “Just as the War Memorial 
holds 210 names, you are 210 strong... You each carry 
the name of one of the 210 listed on the War Memorial. 
By pausing ... and rendering a salute in honor of their 
sacrifices, you honor them and their memory.” 

Dedicated during World War I], USMMA has since 
served the nation in both peace and war. Learn more at 
www. WeAreTheUSMMA.com 

For more information about the Academy, visit 
https://www.usmma.edu/. 
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House passes bill to leverage federal 
COVID-19 reimbursement 


BOSTON — State Rep. Todd 
M. Smola (R-Warren, Ranking 
Member, Committee on Ways & 
Means) joined his colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to give 
initial approval to a $1.1 billion 
supplemental budget designed 
to help Massachusetts leverage 
federal reimbursement for costs 
related to the state’s COVID-19 
response. 

Smola said House Bill 4802 au- 
thorizes state spending to support 
a number of critical areas impact- 
ed by the global pandemic, in- 
cluding health care, housing, food 
assistance, and early education. 
The state anticipates being able 
to recoup many of these expenses 
through the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency and the fed- 
eral Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security Act. 

House Bill 4802, which 1s a re- 
drafted version of a bill filed by 
Gov. Charlie Baker on May 12, 
establishes two reserve accounts 
within the Executive Office of 
Administration and Finance to 
support COVID-19 monitoring, 
treatment, containment, public 
awareness and prevention. En- 
grossed by the House on June 24 
on a vote of 158-0, the bill will 
now move to the Senate for fur- 
ther action. 

Smola said House Bill 4802 
incorporates spending authoriza- 
tions for costs that have already 
been incurred by the state, as well 
as additional costs the state antici- 
pates as it continues to respond to 
the novel coronavirus. He said the 
bill will help expedite the state’s 
ability to recover federal funding 
and to minimize the fiscal impact 


on the state’s taxpayers. 

The initial supplemental spend- 
ing bill released by the House 
Ways and Means Committee 
authorized $1.1 billion in spend- 
ing, including $350 million for 
personal protective equipment, 
$111.4 million for supplemental 
payments to hospitals and health 
care providers, $85 million for 
field hospitals and shelters, $20 
million to address racial dispari- 
ties in health care, and $44 million 
for the state’s COVID-19 commu- 
nity tracing efforts. It also includ- 
ed $45.6 million in early education 
grants, $36 million in emergency 
child care for essential workers, 
$15 million for direct wage sup- 
plements for home care workers 
and elder protective services, and 
funding for a variety of food as- 
sistance programs, including the 
School Breakfast Program ($5.25 
million), the Emergency Food 
Assistance Program ($9 million) 
and $1.25 million for the Supple- 
mental Nutrition Assistance Pro- 
gram (SNAP), a portion of which 
will help support the FoodSource 
Hotline run by Project Bread-The 
Walk for Hunger, Inc. 

During floor debate, an addi- 
tional $17.5 million in spending 
authorizations were added to the 
bill, many of which will assist lo- 
cal community-based organiza- 
tions from across the state that 
have been negatively impacted by 
the pandemic. Among the items 
added was a $2 million appropri- 
ation for an adaptive surveillance 
testing program to routinely test 
nursing home staff and residents 
for the 2019 novel coronavi- 
rus, with nursing facilities to re- 
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ceive testing reimbursement on a 
monthly basis. 

House Bill 4802 authorizes the 
establishment of the Massachu- 
setts Coronavirus Relief Fund, 
which will be funded by revenues 
received by the state under the fed- 
eral CARES Act. The Secretary 
of Administration of Finance will 
administer this fund, with any un- 
expended balances carrying for- 
ward into Fiscal Year 2021, which 
begins on July 1. 

The bill also creates an Early 
Education and Care Public-Pri- 
vate Trust Fund, to be admin- 
istered by the Commissioner of 
Early Education and Care, in 
consultation with the Secretary of 
Housing and Economic Develop- 
ment. Money from this fund will 
be used to support Massachusetts’ 
childcare providers during the 
COVID-19 reopening and recov- 
ery process. 

In addition, the bill requires 
the Secretary of Administration 
of Finance, in consultation with 
the Massachusetts Emergency 
Management Agency, to estimate 
the amount of federal rermburse- 
ments that have been claimed, or 
are anticipated to be claimed but 
have not yet been received by Aug. 
31. The bill sets a deadline of Sept. 
15 for the Secretary to complete 
this estimate, and directs these 
monies to be credited to the ap- 
propriate funds to offset the state’s 
COVID-19 response costs that 
were incurred during the current 
fiscal year. 

For additional information 
please contact Smola at Todd. 
Smola@mahouse.gov or 617-722- 
2100. 


University of New Hampshire’s names dean’s list 


DURHAM, NEW HAMP- 
SHIRE — The following students 
have been named to the dean’s 
list at the University of New 
Hampshire for the spring 2020 
semester. 

Kayla Fletcher of New Brain- 
tree, Massachusetts, earned High 
Honors. Fletcher is majoring in 
biomedical science, medical and 
veterinarian science. 

Lauren Fletcher of New 
Braintree, Massachusetts, for 
earning High Honors. Fletcher 1s 
majoring in biomedical science, 
medical and veterinarian science. 

Julianna Berube of Stur- 
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bridge, Massachusetts, for earn- 
ing Highest Honors. Berube 1s 
majoring in biomedical science, 
medical and veterinarian science. 
Tyler Wade, of West Brook- 
field, Massachusetts, for earning 
Highest Honors. Wade is major- 
ing in biomedical science, medi- 
cal and veterinarian science. 
Taylor Latter, of West Brook- 
field, Massachusetts, for earning 
High Honors. Latter is majoring 
in neuroscience and behavior. 
Students named to the dean’s 
list at the University of New 
Hampshire are students who 
have earned recognition through 
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their superior scholastic perfor- 
mance during a semester enrolled 
in a full-time course load (12 or 
more graded credits). Highest 
honors are awarded to students 
who earn a semester grade point 
average of 3.85 or better out of a 
possible 4.0. Students with a 3.65 
to 3.84 average are awarded high 
honors and students whose grade 
point average is 3.5 through 3.64 
are awarded honors. 

The University of New 
Hampshire 1s a flagship research 
university that inspires innova- 
tion and transforms lives in our 
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state, nation and world. More 
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tive external funding every year 
to further explore and define the 
frontiers of land, sea and space. 
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letters to the editor 


Hospice care available 


It saddened me to read ‘Proposed bill 
would give more control’, in the Quaboag 
Current this week. 

There is a wonderful, caring alternative 
to ‘euthanasia;’ the name is “Hospice Care.’ 
I encourage 

everyone to find out more about it. It’s not 
new. Ask your medical professionals about it. 


Edith L.Hubacz, 
retired registered nurse, 
North Brookfield 


Task Force to begin 
intentional inclusion 
efforts 


As members of the Ware River Valley Do- 
mestic Violence Task Force we want to say 
how saddened and unnerved we are by the 
recent and tragic deaths of Black Americans 
across the country. We do not accept racism, 
or the abuse of power in any realm. We be- 
lieve that every person is valuable, has the 
right to be safe, and should be treated with 
respect — 1n and outside the home. 

We are committed to ensuring that our ef- 
forts are inclusive and respectful of all people 
who are marginalized, and will be meeting 
over the summer to discuss how to best do 
this moving forward. We are soliciting input 
not just from Task Force members but from 
the community at large and encourage any- 
one with ideas to contact us at wrvdvtask- 
force@gmail.com. 

As always, we would like to thank the 
community for your ongoing support of our 
mission and for your efforts to acknowledge 
and challenge the abuse of power wherever 
you find it. 

— Peggy Baxter, Rev. Mary Rosendale, 
Jennie Raiche, Erin Ballard, Pat James, Paul 
Regan, Rebekah DeCourcey, Monica Moran, 

Jacquie Jock, Pastor Deb Shepard, Jennie 
Simmons, Amy Waldman, Melissa Hutchins, 

Jennifer Halstrom, Paula Kularski, Sarah 

Szcezebak, Mary Kociela, JAC Patrissi, Ja- 

son Patrissi and Christine Pollock, 
Ware River Valley Domestic 
Violence Task Force members 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 


major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features 
for the Quaboag Current/The Town Common, please email 
jgrybowski@turley.com. 
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Weed less by planting groundcovers 


crabgrass can put on in just a matter 

of weeks. Although it feels like I was 
just out there weeding, I must admit that 
some of my gardens are inundated with it. 
Had I been a better mulcher this 
past spring, it’s likely I wouldn't 
have this problem. Unfortunate- 
ly, however, mulch is only a tem- 
porary solution to our weeds. 
To really be effective in our or- 
namental gardens it must be 
“refreshed” or top-dressed each 
year. This can amount to a great 
expense if large areas of the yard 
need to be covered. Instead of 
mulching so much consider us- 
ing groundcovers. When used appropri- 
ately they can keep down the weeds and 
add another dimension of interest to the 
landscape. Best of all, there is one to fit 
every situation: sun or shade, wet or dry! 

One of my favorite groundcovers 1s 
Ajuga or bugle weed. It smothers weeds 
by quickly forming a dense carpet of fo- 
liage. The most common type has burgun- 
dy leaves and medium blue flower spikes 
in late spring. Variegated varieties are also 
available as are those that bloom in white 
or pink. It hugs the ground except when in 
flower. Plant in sun or partial shade any- 
where that the soil remains evenly moist. 
Spring or fall division is fine; set new 
clumps nine inches or more apart. 

Another very effective yet underused 
groundcover is sweet woodruff. Galium 
odoratum grows to a height of six to eight 
inches. Leaves are shiny green, and grow in 
delicate whorls. When crushed they release 
a vanilla fragrance. For this reason sweet 
woodruff was a popular strewing herb 
during Elizabethan times. It also is the 
main ingredient in May wine. Tiny, star- 
shaped flowers are delightful in May and 
June. Plant in a shady spot where moisture 
is sufficient. Divisions are best made in the 
spring months. 

Periwinkle or vinca is a well-known 
groundcover suitable to many locations 
in the landscape. As long as your soil 1s 
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well-drained periwinkle will thrive there, 
whether it be in sun or shade. Shiny, dark 
green leaves are produced on shoots that 
root easily along the surface of the soil. In 
no time at all a thick mat will form, chok- 
ing out weeds and even desirable 
plants in its path. Cut back hard 
or even mow to keep in check. 
Quarter-sized violet blue flowers 
cover the foliage in late spring. 
Divide anytime but remember to 
water transplants well until they 
are established. 

Lamium or dead nettle is an- 
other groundcover of interest. 
Both its flowers and variegated 
foliage make it worthy or cultiva- 
tion. The term “dead” refers to the plants 
inability to inflict pain when touched, 
unlike the other nettle, which of course 
is aptly named stinging nettle. My two fa- 
vorite forms of this plant have yellow flow- 
ers. Yellow archangel forms more clumps, 
reaching the height of 10 inches, whereas 
‘Variegatum’ spreads quickly by runners 
and grows about 14 inches tall. Both have 
splotched foliage and unique, hooded 
blooms in late spring. When planted in 
full sun dead nettle requires moist soil. 
In shadier locales it tolerates dry soil very 
well. Utilize it under shade trees where 
grass will not grow. Underplant with late 
blooming tulips or daffodils for an incred- 
ible show. 

For more information on these and 
other groundcovers, consult “Herbs in 
Bloom” by Jo Ann Gardner (Timber 
Press, $24.95). Great pictures and detailed 
cultural information will reinvigorate you, 
even this late in the season, and even if 
crabgrass has got the best of your garden. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to ekenne- 
dy@turley.com with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line. 


This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All candidates running in 


both contested and uncontested races are asked to 
submit their statements to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is limited to between 
300-500 words maximum. Please include a photo. 


We will not publish any statements of candidacy 
inside the four weeks from election threshold. To 
publish any other campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our advertising representatives. 
We also do not allow personal attacks against other 
candidates or political parties in statements of can- 
didacy, nor do we publish for free any information 
about key endorsements or political fundraisers. 


Letters to the editor of no more than 250 words 
from supporters endorsing specific candidates or 
discussing campaign issues are limited to three 
total per author during the election season. No 
election letters will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 


Finding out about 
special extra earnings 
for military service 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: How do I find out if I get any extra 
earnings for my military service of 28 years (Navy, 
1982-2011), when I begin collecting my full Social 
Security retirement benefit next year (in July 2021)? 
Signed: Retired Veteran 

Dear Retired Veteran: First, as a fellow veteran, 
I want to thank you for your 28 years of military 
service, but I need to clarify what those “special ex- 
tra earnings” are. That’s not an additional amount 
which will be added to your monthly Social Secu- 
rity benefit as a bonus for serving. Rather it 1s an 
additional dollar amount which has already been 
added to your earnings record for the years you 
served in the military. 

Those receiving active duty military pay have 
contributed to Social Security since 1957, and that 
record of your military pay is already on file with 
Social Security. But a long time ago Congress de- 
cided to bump up the recorded earnings of those 
with earlier military service to make it easier for 
them to qualify for Social Security, and to possibly 
provide a slightly higher benefit when the earnings 
from those years in the military are included in the 
computation of Social Security benefits. 

To compute your benefit, Social Security uses the 
35 highest earning years from your lifetime earnings 
record (adjusted for inflation). So, if your earnings 
during the years you were in the military are among 
the 35 years used to calculate your benefit, those 
military earnings were supplemented with an addi- 
tional amount to make them up to $1,200 per year 
higher than you were actually paid. And that high- 
er earnings amount possibly means a higher Social 
Security benefit because it could make your lifetime 
Average Indexed Monthly Earnings (AIME) high- 
er (a higher AIME translates to a higher benefit 
amount). 

In your case, an extra $100 for every $300 in your 
actual military pay should have been added to your 
earnings record for each year you served between 
1982 and 2001 (maximum of $1200 for each year). 

For service years after 2001, no additional “spe- 
cial credits” are awarded. To verify this, you may 
wish to obtain a copy of your lifetime Earnings 
Statement from Social Security and verify that your 
recorded earnings for 1982 — 2001 are $1,200 more 
than you were actually paid while serving. And if 
not, you should supply a copy of your DD-214 
when applying for your Social Security benefits. 
You can obtain a copy of your lifetime Earnings 
Statement online if you have a personal “my Social 
Security” account at www.ssa.gov/myaccount; oth- 
erwise you ll need to request a copy directly from 
Social Security. 

For general information applicable to those who 
served prior to 1978, computation of their “special 
extra earnings’ were computed a little differently. 
For those veterans, the maximum annual “special 
extra earnings” supplement was still $1,200, but the 
method for computing their extra earnings was to 
give an extra $300 for each calendar quarter of ac- 
tive duty military service. But in any case, the spe- 
cial extra earnings are an addition to your military 
pay record on file with Social Security, not an addi- 
tional dollar amount added to your Social Security 
benefit. 

This article is intended for information purposes 
only and does not represent legal or financial guid- 
ance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and accred- 
ited by the National Social Security Association. 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social Secu- 
rity Administration or any other governmental en- 
tity. To submit a question, visit our website (amac- 
foundation.org/programs/social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 
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Summer reading to start July 6 in North Brookfield 


NORTH BROOKFIELD - It’s 
time for the Haston Free Public Li- 
brary Summer Reading Program. 
From July 6 through Aug. 22, the 
library invites children to read 
and imagine their own stories. The 
theme, “Imagine Your Story,” can 
encompass myths, fantasy, fairy 
tales or stories about the lives of 
other people. Whatever children 
like to read can help them imagine 
their own story. 

As in past years, children will be 
asked to keep a log of all the books 
they read during the program. If 
they read even just one book each 
week, they can select a prize. Par- 
ticipants can also play the library’s 
game, Librainium! Librainium can 
be played by one to six players, and 
features reading, writing, drawing, 
and other fun activities. Children’s 
Librainium creations may be kept 
in a portfolio, which they will re- 
ceive at the start of the program, 
to be displayed in the Children’s 
Library at the end of the summer. 

“Summer is such a great time to 
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first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
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sertion, nor will be li- 
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pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 


read. You can read anything you 
want and keep learning the whole 
time,’ said Children’s Librarian 
Rosemary Mackenzie. “We're 
looking forward to helping chil- 
dren find books and watching their 
reading logs grow!” 

While access to the library may 
be limited during the coronavirus, 
librarians will assist families in the 
selection of books and other li- 
brary materials. 

This year the summer reading 
program also features the first-ev- 
er First Lady and Blades Sum- 
mer Reading Challenge. Libraries 
throughout the commonwealth 
will work towards their own goals 
and will be entered into a drawing 
for Bruins prizes. The challenge is 
a collaboration between the Mas- 
sachusetts Board of Library Com- 
missioners, the First Lady of the 
commonwealth Lauren Baker, and 
the Boston Bruins. 

Our Haston Library goals are 
to have at least 40 children read at 
least 200 books and compile 20 Li- 


brainium portfolios, which will be 
tracked from July | to Aug. 14. The 
librarians hope lots of kids will 
participate in summer reading and 
help them hit their goals. When the 
goals are met, the library will be 
entered into the drawing for Bruins 
prizes, which include in-game ex- 
periences such as a Zamboni ride, 
high-fiving the players, and sitting 
on the bench during pregame, as 
well as signed memorabilia includ- 
ing jerseys and pucks. 

A Summer Reading party with 
prizes will take place on Saturday, 
Aug. 22, at 10 a.m., to celebrate all 
the reading that happens during 
the program. 

Families are asked to register 
their children by calling 508-867- 
0208 or by emailing illnb@cwmars. 
org. 

“Imagine Your Story” is spon- 
sored by the Haston Library, the 
Massachusetts Library System, the 
Boston Bruins and the Massachu- 
setts Board of Library Commis- 
sioners. 
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Molly Bish’s family walked alone across the bridge to her lifeguard 
chair at Comins Pond to place yellow roses and a jar of twinkle lights 
to mark the 20" anniversary of her abduction. 


Members of Molly Bish’s family place items on the lifeguard chair at 
Comins Pond. 





To honor the 20th anniversary while still adapting to COVID-19 
constraints, 20 vehicles formed a roadside parade that led to the pond. 
Yellow ribbons and signs guided vehicles to their destination. 





Heather Bish, Molly’s older sister, talked to local reporters, at Comins 
Pond, where her sister was abducted 20 years ago. 





Close family and friends gathered to celebrate Molly Bish’s life and 
legacy, and walked down to the shore of Comins Pond in Warren. 
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On Saturday, June 27, a solemn milestone was marked by friends and 
family of Molly Bish on the 20" anniversary of her abduction. 


Magi Bish is escorted by her daughter, Heather Bish, while John Bish 
is escorted by his granddaughter, Mikaela Gresty, Heather Bish’s 
daughter, to the beach of Comins Pond in Warren. 





While speaking during the memorial, Magi Bish was comforted by her 
family. 





Magi and John Bish stand together and thank those who came to 
honor their daughter. 
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brightest star, sit upon it, and she would know that we 
are always thinking of her. Today marks 72,000 hours 
since we last heard your voice...” 

“Tonight, we brought jars of lights placed in a heart 
for you to see. We have not forgotten that your light 
radiates with love and your happy spirit,” Bish said 
as she stood beside the glowing heart that the lights 
formed. 

She then spoke about the large wooden heart that 
has adorned the family’s home in honor of Molly for 
years. “Our yellow heart still remains in front of our 
house to let all who pass know that we are still missing 
you and we have worked hard, yet still not solved your 
case. The yellow heart has paled, it looks rugged, and 
old, and hurt, much like my heart after 20 years of 
missing you.” She then thanked those in attendance 
for their unwavering support and love. 

A particularly moving moment came when Mol- 
ly’s family left the group and walked across the bridge 
towards the lifeguard post. Sarah MacLachlan’s song 
“Angel” played in the background as the family shared 
a private moment together. They placed a bouquet of 
yellow roses, which was Molly’s favorite color, and a 
jar of twinkle lights on the empty, solitary chair. 

Dr. Ann Marie Mires attended the memorial cer- 
emony. Mires is the director of forensic criminology 
at Anna Maria College and is also the director of the 
Molly Bish Center for the Protection of Children and 
the Elderly. During her time as the forensic anthropol- 
ogist for the Massachusetts Chief Medical Examiner’s 
Office, Mires examined the teen-ager’s remains three 
years after her disappearance. While working on the 
case, Mires formed a close bond with the Bish family 
that has only grown throughout the decades. 

When asked about her reflections on the 20th an- 
niversary of Molly’s disappearance, Mires said, “This 
is Molly’s legacy. Bringing all of these people togeth- 
er and highlighting the plight of the missing and the 
murdered.” Mires recognized that numerous people 
have worked hard throughout the years and are active- 
ly working to solve Molly’s murder, however she wish- 
es that they were further along with the case. Current- 
ly, Mires said that the Molly Bish Center 1s working on 
legislation that would help extend law enforcement’s 
“tool kit” regarding DNA testing and searching tech- 
niques. 

“T wouldn’t be anywhere else, but to say it is not 
hard isn’t true,” Mires answered when asked if it was 
hard to attend the ceremony. Molly’s case represented 
a huge shift for Mires because it highlighted the nu- 
merous “unfound” children still out there. This term 
refers to children who have been abducted and have 
been missing for years, yet their remains have not been 
recovered and their cases not solved. On a personal 
level, Molly’s case is especially close to Mires’ heart be- 
cause it was the first time she truly interacted directly 
with a victim’s family and grieved with them. 

Mires recalled her son watching her on the news 
when Molly’s remains were first discovered by hunters 
at Whiskey Hill in Palmer. While explaining the loss to 
her son she said it would be like if she dropped him off 
at a summer camp one day and he never returned or 
came back home. As a mother, Molly’s story and the 
family’s loss struck her. “It represents all of our chil- 
dren and how vulnerable they are,’ Mires said about 
Molly’s murder. 

Heather Bish, Molly’s sister, spoke about the chang- 
es in the two decades following Molly’s disappearance. 
“T think we have come a long way in 20 years, we have 
Amber Alert, we have all these tools,” she said. While 
work still needs to be done in the search for missing 
children and the resources that law enforcement are 
provided, advancements have been made in the train- 
ing of small, local police departments as well as safety 
initiatives that have made families and communities 
more aware of potential threats to children, she said. 
Currently, initiatives pertaining to familial DNA are 
important to the family as a means not only to solve 
Molly’s case, but numerous others. “We are very hope- 
ful,’ Heather Bish said. 

Throughout the decades, the Bish family has cre- 
ated ID cards for children and the elderly, highlighted 
safety practices and created legislative initiatives that 
have improved law enforcement practices regarding 
missing children. “We probably can never come up 
with a number of kids that have been saved because of 
what happened to Molly, but I think we can look back 
and feel good that there has been change and that peo- 
ple are more aware...”, Heather Bish said. 

“T miss my sister as much as I did when she first 
went missing so for me that does not ever change. So, I 
try to look at how things could be better so that no one 
else has to experience something like this.” 

The investigation into the murder of Molly Bish 1s 
still ongoing. Those with any information are asked 
to call the Massachusetts State Police Tip Line at 508- 
453-7575. 
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PVSSL ready to play at start of Phase 3 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — The Pioneer 
Valley Summer Soccer League 
is starting to take shape, and if 
all goes according to plan, the 
league will be able to start up 
just after the Fourth of July 
holiday. 

Registration has now closed 
for the league for the summer 
and the full schedule of games 
is being finalized. 

Gov. Charlie Baker wanted 
two weeks of data from Phase 
2, part 2, which was centered 
on allowing limited indoor 
dining. 











Phase 3, at minimum, could 
have started earlier this week 
before the slight delay. But 
trends have continued to be 
positive in Massachusetts, as 
well as the nearby Tri-State 
area. 

Once league play begins, 
it will go through the month 
of July and into early August 
with the same eight-team play- 
off format. 

League Commissioners 
Chris and Diana Kolodziey 
were adamant since May they 
wanted to have a season, even 
if it was delayed or a bit short- 


er. 
The exact game schedule 


* League veterans hit fly balls tothe 
-, Tookies at the. Jine:28 practice.at ~ ™ 


¢ Blunt Parkin Springfield. 


Josh Catter 
throws the ball 
back to the 
infield. 


was not available as of press 
time, but it could be anywhere 
from six to 10 games. The nor- 
mal regular season schedule 
has often been 10 or 11 games. 
Kolodziey said while the high 
school league rarely played 
games on the weekend, week- 
ends would be utilized this 
summer in order to fit in as 
many games as possible. 

One difference than in pre- 
vious years due to many ob- 
vious reasons related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The A Division for high 
school boys will consist of 
many teams that are normally 
involved, including Ludlow, 


Belchertown, Agawam, Wil- 
braham, and Chicopee. Pitts- 
field and Enfield are among 
newcomers to the league this 
year. 

In the girls A Division, West 
Springfield, last year’s champi- 
on, leads a field that includes 
Agawam, South Hadley, Mon- 
son, Ludlow, Wilbraham, and 
Belchertown. Enfield joins the 
league for the first time. 

In the B Division, there are 
usually more teams. There are 
much fewer this summer. The 
Boys league has 12 teams. 
Palmer, South Hadley, Ludlow 
C, Agawam, Belchertown, and 
Wilbraham all have B teams. 


Enfield also joins with a B 
team. 

The girls B Division will 
also feature a new Enfield 
team, along with Chicopee 
Comp, Granby, Wilbraham 
B, Ludlow B, Belchertown B, 
Agawam B, and Hampshire 
Regional. 

The Men’s league will have 
just seven teams, including Lu- 
sitano Red and White and the 
Rumbleseat. Griffin’s Café is 
also a returning team. 

The women’s division 1n- 
cludes the Lusitano Wom- 
en, Here For Beer, WMass 
XTremes, and Santos among 
returning teams. 


Valley Wheel gets 
ready for July 9 start 


SPRINGFIELD — The Valley Wheel Over-30 Baseball League 
has one final tryout on July 5 at 12 noon at Blunt Park in Springfield. 
The league still needs players as it plans to resume play with the first 
game scheduled for Thursday, July 9, and continuing through August. 


Photos by Gregory A. Scibelli 


Valley Wheel League rookie 
players lineup to take fly balls. 


Steve Scibelli 

follows through 
on a throw after 
making a catch. 





Questions still surrounding athletics return this fall 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION -— A fall season is 
being planned for, but it 1s still 
unclear what one might look like 
under the new landscape of a 
COVID-19 “new normal.” 

According to numerous 
sources, Massachusetts is just 
one of a few states that is on a 
good track to lowering the infec- 
tion rate of the coronavirus and 
keeping the healthcare system 
from being overloaded. 

But as individuals wish to 
“head back on the field,” it leaves 
a lot of questions, which are 
jointly being considered by high 
schools and the Massachusetts 
Interscholastic Athletic Associ- 
ation. 


Their first move was to post- 
pone the use of MaxPreps as a 
ranking system for teams. It 1s 
supposed to a method used to 
provide uniformity as the state 
goes to a statewide tournament 
system and eliminates the sec- 
tional tournament format. 

In Massachusetts, summers 
sports like baseball are looking 
to open up as part of Phase 3 
and hold some type of competi- 
tion. 

But schools have still recetved 
a lot of guidance for how things 
will need to look in the fall, leav- 
ing a number of schools to con- 
sider whether a portion of their 
learning will be done remotely, as 
it was done during the past three 
and a half months. 

Schools closer to Boston and 


possibly schools with larger pop- 
ulations like in Springfield will 
have to more seriously consider 
online options for school. The 
MIAA will then have to consider 
what that will do for eligibility re- 
quirements to play a sport. They 
will also have to consider trans- 
portation and other elements. 

Normally, an individual must 
attend school by a certain time 
in order to be eligible to practice 
or participate in a contest that 
day. Many teams also require a 
player participate in practice the 
day before in order to be eligible 
to play. But if a player is not re- 
quired to physically be in school, 
how will that be handled by the 
MIAA? 

The “New Normal” until 
a vaccine has been secured for 


the coronavirus will still likely 
involve requiring individuals to 
wear masks or face coverings 
and to socially distance whenev- 
er possible. 

In certain sports, like football, 
contact is inevitable. Football 
also draws large crowds on a Fri- 
day night, and those will need to 
be controlled as well. 

The MIAA has already ap- 
pointed a COVID-19 Task Force 
that is looking at many of these 
issues. The Task Force has not 
held a formal meeting like many 
of the MIAA sub-committees, 
but has issued some different 
guidance on opening sports. 

The Pioneer Valley is repre- 
sented on the committee by Car- 
ol Kruser, the principal of Chi- 
copee High School. 


Among the measures that 
have been brought forward so 
far: Schools will have the right 
to choose how their academ- 
ic eligibility for the fall will be 
based on since formal grading 
was set aside during the final 
three months of the school year. 
Chemical health suspensions are 
being waived for the spring. Any- 
one currently serving any type 
of suspension will receive credit 
for “time served” for the spring 
season. 

As of press time, the fall 
season is scheduled to start on 
Monday, Aug. 24. Football prac- 
tices will begin on Friday, Aug. 
21. A Q&A done by the MIAA 
also states that championship 
venues are set to host games this 
fall as of now. 
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Summer reading program to run from July 16 to Sept. 3 


STURBRIDGE — The Joshua 
Hyde Library is pleased to announce 
that their 2020 Summer Reading Pro- 
gram will run between July 16 and 
Sept. 3. This year the library is offer- 
ing a virtual program for ages 0 to 17 
years. 

Beanstack, a reading challenge 
software and app, makes it so easy to 
track time spent reading. Participants 
will earn virtual prize tickets and vir- 
tually submit those tickets to win real 
prizes. Prize drawings will take place 
on Sept. 4; winners will be called 
and appropriate pick up arranged. 
Beanstack is also the site where you 
will find a number of fun activities 
to complete for additional tickets. If 


that isn’t enough, more tickets can 
be obtained for submitting a written 
or illustrated book review. Awesome, 
right? 

The library is also hosting virtual 
events ranging from Music and Move- 
ment with Deb Hudgins to Science- 
Tellers. Bemis Farms Nursery 1s cre- 
ating Fantasy Garden Kits for a lucky 
group of pre-registered children. We 
will also post virtual escape rooms 
throughout the summer. Craft kits 
will be available on select days, too. In 
addition, book bags for children will 
be available for those registered. They 
will contain an assortment of fun pa- 
per games and activities including our 
perennial favorite Plate Spotters! 


Stay tuned for details regarding a 
summer reading program for adults. 
This program will also be held July 16 
to Sept. 3. 

The library hopes to fill the sum- 
mer with fun and fantasy as its cel- 
ebrate Summer Reading Program 
2020: Imagine Your Story! Its sum- 
mer reading program is sponsored 
by the JHL, the Friends of JHL, 
The Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners, the Massachusetts 
Library System and the Boston Bru- 
ins. 

Feel free to call the library at 508- 
347-2512, check its Facebook page or 
go online to www.sturbridgelibrary. 
org for more information. 


Rachael Hooker 
named to dean’s list 


FRANKLIN — Dean College is pleased 
to announce that Rachael Hooker, of Stur- 
bridge, has earned a place on the dean’s list 
for the spring 2020 semester. Students earn- 
ing a place on the dean’s list have demon- 
strated serious commitment to their studies 
while at Dean College. 

Founded in 1865, Dean College is a pri- 
vate, residential college located in Franklin, 
45 minutes from Boston and Providence, 
Rhode Island. Dean College offers bac- 
calaureate degrees, associate degree pro- 
grams, as well as a robust schedule of part- 
time continuing and professional education 
credit and certificate programs throughout 
the calendar year. 


Old Sturbridge Village reopens July 4" weekend 


STURBRIDGE -—- Old 
Sturbridge Village will be re- 
opening its front gate admis- 
sion to the public on July 4, 
offering a new advance ticket- 
ing and online reservation sys- 
tem that books guests by time 
block for arrival to the village. 
The opening will follow a “soft 
launch” by the village to mem- 
bers only, during the dates of 
July 1 to 3. 

Using the new online reser- 
vation system, guests will be 
required to purchase tickets 
online at https://www.osv.org/ 
plan-your-visit/ and select one 
of three time blocks per day 
for arrival: 10 to 11:30 a.m., 
11:30 a.m. to | p.m., or | to 
2:30 p.m. Once in the village, 
visitors are welcome to stay 
until the museum closes at 5 
p.m. Members will continue to 
receive free admission based 
upon membership level but 
must still reserve their time 
slot in advance. 

OSV will welcome “Kids 
Free” during the month of 
July, with up to three kids age 
17 and younger admitted free 
into the village when accom- 
panied by an adult paying full 
standard daytime admission. 
Advance reservation must be 
made for all attending guests, 
including those under the age 
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of 17. Kids Free in July is gen- 
erously sponsored by partner 
and longtime supporter Coun- 
try Bank. 

Visitors with a compli- 
mentary admission pass or 
special discount of any kind 
should call the Old Sturbridge 
Village visitor center at 508- 
347-0213 or email visitorcen- 
ter@osv.org to reserve their 
date and time of entry. 

Old Sturbridge Village will 
be open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Wednesday through Sunday, 
rain or shine. Available tickets 
and time slots will be released 
each week on Wednesday for 
the following two weeks, with 
tickets currently available on- 
line through Sunday, July 12. 

With the goal to provide a 
safe environment for all village 
staff and visitors, Old Stur- 
bridge Village has re-adapted 
indoor programs for viewing 
outside of their historic homes 
and trade shops, and created a 
series of new programs featur- 
ing outdoor demonstrations 
and activities from the time pe- 
riod. Costumed historians will 
be interpreting throughout 
the village welcoming visitors 
to learn through this new and 
adapted programming and 
continuing to go about village 
life, tending fields and gardens 


and caring for Old Sturbridge 
Village’s heritage breed ani- 
mals. Visitors are asked to fol- 
low state guidelines and wear 
face coverings or masks while 
at Old Sturbridge Village, es- 
pecially when interacting with 
staff and other visitors. 

Dining will be available 
for guests who visit Old Stur- 
bridge Village at Bullard Tav- 
ern Café, open on-site with a 
revised special menu that can 
be purchased and enjoyed out- 
side. New in 2020, OSV has 
partnered with Boston’s Best 
Coffee Roasters to bring cold 
brew coffee and nitro cold 
brew coffee to the Bullard 
Tavern. 

The Reeder Family Lodges 
at Old Sturbridge Village have 
begun taking reservations for 
July 4th weekend and beyond. 
The lodges offer a unique over- 
night experience and a way for 
guests to continue their vil- 
lage experience, with limited 
contact check-in and outdoor 
entrances that lead directly to 
rooms, minimizing the chance 
of guest-to-guest contact. 

In July, The Reeder Fam- 
ily Lodges will be offering a 
members-only room rate spe- 
cial for $39 for a Sunday to 
Thursday stay or $49 for a 
Friday to Saturday stay. Val- 


OVER 3000 APPLIANCES IN STOCK 


FOR IMMEDIATE PICK-UP OR DELIVERY, 


MORE THAN ANYONE IN THE AREA! 


See our July Flyer at WhitcoSales.com 


TV SALE 


id in July 2020 only, members 
can call 508-347-5056 to book 
(must have their member ID 
number ready upon booking). 
Coggeshall Farm Museum 

Old Sturbridge Village an- 
nounced a historic partner- 
ship in January with Cogge- 
shall Farms Museum, as their 
new administrative arm and 
operating partner. Coggeshall, 
located in Bristol, Rhode Is- 
land, will also be opening to 
the public on July 4th weekend 
with reciprocal membership 
for all current and new mem- 
bers of Old Sturbridge Village. 
Members to OSV and Cogge- 
shall Farm Museum can also 
take advantage of $39/$49 
lodging deals for a “close to 
home getaway” when visiting. 

Old Sturbridge Village’s 
reopening is sponsored by 
partner and longtime support- 
er Dexter-Russell, maker of 
premium American knives for 
over 200 years. For more infor- 
mation on ticket reservations, 
the July Kids Free promotion, 
the village experience, dining, 
lodging or on-site safety pol- 
icles and other questions and 
answers, visit: https://www. 
osv.org/plan-your-visit/. 

Old Sturbridge Village, first 
opened to the public in 1946, 
is one of the country’s oldest 


and largest living history mu- 
seums, celebrating life in early 
New England from 1790-1840. 
It is the largest living history 
museum in the Northeast. 
Each year, more than 250,000 
visitors interact with cos- 
tumed historians, experience 
up-close demonstrations of 
early American trades, and 
meet heritage breed farm an- 
imals. Situated on 200 scenic 
acres, the Village is a collec- 
tion of more than 40 historic 
buildings - including homes, 
meetinghouses, trade shops, 
working farms and three wa- 
ter-powered mills - restau- 
rants, shops and the Old Stur- 
bridge Inn and Reeder Family 
Lodges. 

Located just off the Massa- 
chusetts Turnpike and Routes 
I-84 and 20 in Sturbridge, 
Mass., Old Sturbridge Village 
is Open year-round, but days 
and hours vary seasonally. 
Daily admission is: $28 for 
adults, $26 for seniors, $14 for 
College Students, $14 for chil- 
dren ages 4-17, and children 3 
and under are admitted free. 
Each admission includes free 
parking. Village Members and 
Season Pass holders receive 
free standard daytime admis- 
sion. For details, visit https:// 
www.osv.org/plan-your-visit/. 
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GAS GRILL SALE 
OVER 500 IN STOCK! 


AIR CONDITIONERS 
OVER 1000 IN STOCK! 


MATTRESS sai 
ine NOW 5199 


FULL Red. $499 


QUEEN: Reg. $599 
gs NOW *299 


DEHUMIDIFIERS | ice AND WATER 


REFRIGERATOR 
INSTOCK! | Stier 


WE 
REPAIR 
BIKES. 

E = Bl KES FRENCH DOOR 
— 
STOCK! 


PRICES GOOD WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 
INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000 
Bus SS 
Check www. whitcosales.com for special coupon 


$569.99 
$319.99 
$369.99 
$299.99 
$159.99 


WE HAVE cr 
BIKES 


65” LG Reg. $649.99 
55” Smart Reg. $399.99 
Vizio 58” Reg. $449.99 
43” LG Reg. $349.99 
32” Smart Reg. $199.99 
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SAMSUNG DELUXE 
GAS STOVE 


Reg. *799” 


GE FRONT LOAD 
WASHER 


> om 


18 CU. FT. 
REFRIGERATOR = 
Reg. 599” 


$569229 


FAMOUS MAKER 
GAS OR ELECTRIC 


E 


LG SELF CLEANING 
SMOOTH TOP 
STOVE 


7300 LG 
WASHER 
OR DRYER 


Reg. *749° 


KITCHENAID MAYTAG 


TOP 
DISHWASHER 
Reg. °799” WASHER 
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LG FRONT 
LOAD WASHER 


Reg. 899 
Rea. *218™" 


348922 $3788 $G69929 


WHITCO 


BE 


FAST NEXT DAY 
DELIVERY OR 
SAME DAY PICK-UP 
Hours: : Mon.-Sat. 10am-9pm 
Sunday Noon- 7pm 


140 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9343 


Mm 





ii ee 

Bee 

ia |< [> [a 
M 


FOURTH from page 1 


The announcement post- 
ed Tuesday said the event 
was only intended for North 
Brookfield residents and was 
only publicized in one place, 
the Citizens for a _ Better 
North Brookfield Facebook 
page, and the expectation was 
less than 250 would attend. 

“(There was) Ample space 
for outdoor, socially dis- 
tanced activity that presented 
less of a public health risk 
to the participants than the 
recent protests whose partic- 
ipants walked along a side- 
walk and crowded onto a 
small church parcel or from 
the concentration of un- 
masked beach goers on a tiny 
gravel beach on Brooks Pond, 
neither of which the Board of 
Health raised public health 
concerns over,” according 
to Tuesday’s cancelation an- 
nouncement. 

“For overtly hypocritical 
and purely political reasons, 
the BOH opposed this small 
event 

as a serious public health 
threat,” according to the pub- 


Tri-Parish Community Church news 
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lic announcement. “When the 
Board of Health’s complaints 
and pleas to every level of 
state government failed to 
stop the event, because the 
event is permissible under 
the Governor’s current or- 
ders and guidelines and falls 
squarely within the Gover- 
nor’s political expression ex- 
emption, the BOH enlisted 
political operatives to contact 
the news media. By alerting 
the news media from Worces- 
ter to Boston, the Board of 
Health alerted thousands of 

people to the existence of 
this event and effectively in- 
vited thousands of potential 
visitors to 

crowd into our small town 
thereby creating a true public 
health risk and an unmanage- 
able public 

safety threat.” 

During a June 23 Board of 
Selectmen meeting, selectmen 
discussed their plans to hold 
the event, and newly-elect- 
ed Board of Health member 
Ethan Melad participated 
through Zoom, the video 
conferencing platform. He 
questioned them about the 


event and stated the BOH 
was not in favor of holding 
it due to the possible spread 
of COVID-19. He also said 
the governor’s orders for the 
current Phase 2 of re-opening 
guidelines preclude holding 
parades. 

After Melad questioned 
the board members about 
holding the event, Selectmen 
Chairman Dale R. Kiley, 
pointed to a protest held re- 
cently in the town several 
weeks before this meeting. 

“If Black Lives Matter can 
protest down the center of 
Main Street, on the sidewalk, 
all on top of each other, and 
congregate on a church com- 
mon, all on top of each oth- 
er, then the people of North 
Brookfield can march sepa- 
rated down Main Street onto 
the Town Common,” Kiley 
said to Melad. 

Melad said he was speak- 
ing as a BOH member and 
as a resident of town who 
has children, and advised the 
board to reconsider holding 
the event. He also said they 
had a responsibility to resi- 
dents. 


HARDWICK/NEW BRAINTREE 
— Good news from the Tri-Parish Com- 
munity Church of New Braintree, Hard- 
wick and Gilbertville — tentative plans 
are for an “open air” service on Sunday, 
July 12, at 9:30 a.m. on the grounds of 


JAKE from page 1 


dles 2 Crayons, Standowicz organized a 
successful gently-used and new clothing 
drive at his school, gathering 10 garbage 
bags of clothes for Cradles 2 Crayons. 
Eventually he will get them to the non- 
profit, which had to stop taking dona- 
tions temporarily during COVID-19 
restrictions. 

He said the school and community 
were definitely supportive of him and 
the clothing drive. “My friends helped 
me carry the clothes around the school 
to gather them and helped me advertise 
that I was holding the drive,” he said. 

Once COVID-19 restrictions were 
in place, Project 351 switched to 
twice-weekly service and _ leadership 
online training, providing video inter- 
views of state leaders and how they 
have served their communities and state 
in different ways, he said. 

“It was meant to teach us about ser- 
vice projects and to inspire us to live a 
life of service to other people,” he said. 

Among those interviewed was New 
England Patriots football player Devin 
McCourty and Denise Richard, the 
mother of Martin Richard, the 8-year- 
old who was killed in the Boston Mara- 
thon bombing. McCourty has been ac- 


the Stone Church in Gilbertville. No 
guest speaker has been lined up as yet. 
Masks are required and bring your own 
Bible and chair. All are welcome. If the 
weather does not cooperate, service will 
be held inside with social distancing. 


tive in charities and Denise Richard and 
her husband, Bill Richard, created the 
Martin Richard Foundation has worked 
to advance Martin’s values of sports- 
manship, inclusion, kindness and peace 
by investing in programs that encourage 
young people to celebrate diversity and 
engage as community leaders. 

Standowicz also walked in the Hope 
& Gratitude Walk, a virtual communi- 
ty-building fundraiser to celebrate uni- 
ty, which provided an opportunity for 
Project 351 participants to put some of 
their lessons into action while providing 
important resources for nonprofit orga- 
nizations the nonprofit admires. Over 
the weekend of May 29, they walked 
hope for the health and care of its 
neighbors, and in gratitude to the heroes 
whose courageous service ensures every- 
one’s safety and recovery. The proceeds 
went to three nonprofits: Be Like Brit, 
No Kid Hungry and Wonderfund. 

“T like making a difference,” Stand- 
owicz said. “It’s definitely cool to help 
out my community.” 

His mother has been impressed with 
the program and its effect on her son. 
“As a parent, to see a 14-year-old boy 
get excited about community involve- 
ment is a beautiful thing,” said his 
mother, Carleen A. McQuaid. 


BUSINESS 


Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 
folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as 
the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns. 

We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the news 
realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through 


their ad representatives. 


For more information on business coverage for the Quaboag Current/The Town Common, please email 


ekennedy@turley.com. 
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CLUES ACROSS 
1. African nation 
7.__ fi (slang) 

10. Not arranged 


according to size 


12. A demand for 


show of hands in 


a card game 
13. Having a play 
of lustrous 


rainbowlike colors 
14. Panama has one 


15. Taking legal 
action 


16. Top of the body 


17. Part of (abbr.) 


18. Soul and calypso 


song 
19. Murres 
21. Irish river 


22. Accepts as true 


27. The Bay State 


28. 1950s Hollywood 


icon 
33. Blood type 


The governor’s reopening 
guidelines allow political pro- 
tests, such as the Black Lives 
Matter marches and gather- 
ings. Melad said that parades 
are not allowed under the 
governor’s guidelines until 
Phase 4, and live music is not 
allowed yet. 

Melad also said it would 
be a serious health risk that 
could result in more cases of 
COVID-19 in town, which 
has had 16 cases. Melad said 
nationally cases were rising 
again, and that could hap- 
pen in North Brookfield. 
Kiley disagreed with Melad, 
stating cases were actually 
going down, and “we’ve had 
16 cases throughout the en- 
tire event,” during the spread 
of COVID-19 to the United 
States. 

“If people don’t feel com- 
fortable attending, then 
please, don’t come,” said Ki- 
ley, who added that for most 
people getting the coronavi- 
rus “is not a death sentence.” 
He also said that the majority 
of people who contract the 
disease and die have underly- 
ing health issues, most specif- 


i 
1é) 
A 

i. 

O1 


ié®) NO 
NO 
wi. 
NO NO — 
N — (oe) 


Friday, July 3, 2020 PAGE 9 


ically obesity and diabetes. 

“T and the Board of Se- 
lectmen do not think this is 
a problem that other people 
think it 1s,” Kiley said. 

Melad said he would put 
his trust in the myriad nation- 
al and international medical 
experts over the selectmen’s 
opinions on what should be 
done to avoid the spread of 
COVID-19. 

The Board of Health also 
recently posted a notice on 
its Facebook page stating 
selectmen, the Playground 
Committee and the Finance 
Committee never planned to 
cooperate with the BOH re- 
garding the Fourth of July 
event. He also questioned the 
use of town money and re- 
sources to hold the event. 

Kiley said during the June 
23 meeting that private dona- 
tions were paying for some of 
it, although some money was 
moved from the town’s beach 
account to pay for part of it. 

In the cancelation an- 
nouncement, organizers said 
they intend to hold the event 
on an undermined date in the 
future. 
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34. In a way, 
became lost 

36. Large primate 

3/7. A spongelike 
cake leavened 

a with yeast 

38. Mama __, 
singer 

39. Visual metaphor 
(computers) 

40. Trim by cutting 

41. Small group of 
people 

44. Pulitzer-winning 
scientist 

45. Unique S. 
American 12. 
mammal 

48. Energy, style and 
enthusiasm 

49. One who works 
for you 

50. Snakelike fish 

51. Consumers 


folk 


bull 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Cylindrical sacs 

2. Extinct North 
Germanic 
language 

3. Late rocker Allman 

4. Word element 
meaning ear 

5. Amino acid (abbr.) 

6. Promotions 

7. Actress Lathan 

8. Clothed 

9. Unwell 

10. Loosen 

11. Cephalopod 
mollusks 

at Obdurata: 

Harmful papal 


14. Musical 
composition 

17. Irish bar 

18. Greek island 

20. Afflict 


24. Ambience 

25. Video game 
manufacturer 

26. Surplus Marketing 
Administration 

29. Football position 

30. Electronic musical 
style (abbr.) 

31. Furniture with 
open shelves 

32. Clouds of gas in 
outer space 

35. Indian midwife 

36. Packers’ signal 
caller 

38. Secret political 
clique 

40. Cry weakly 

41.Gomer __, marine 

42. Academic Bill of 
Rights 

43. Negatives 

44. Hip hop icon Kool 
Moe __ 


23. Goes by 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 


an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 


STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 


hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 
ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 
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Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 





**A CALL WE HAUL** 
Dumpsters available on site 
Call for delivery 
(413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 










AB Hauling and 
“— Removal Service 


**x*EKEXA & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. Project 
financing available. Tim 413-563- 
2229 Lic #053483 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 _ Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DK 
Powerwashing 


We powerwash houses, decks, 

patios. roof cleaning/ 

non-pressure wash. Removes ugly 
dark staining & moss. 

Free estimates. Fully insured, 

owner operated, 

Call (413)297-4276 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 





Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


EXCAVATING 


ELIOT STARBARD' EXCAVA- 
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ARTIST 
= learn how to teach painting with this 
special method to people of all ages 
and abilities and have your own busi- 
ness with a stable income. Fill the need 
for more art in healthcare facilities. 
Check it out at: 

www.artis4every1.com or call 
(508)882-3848 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 
$29.50 


Base Price 
$30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 


Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Name: Phone 

Address: en eee en eee 
Town. State: Zips 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ 

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard LIVISA MQ Discover LI Cash Ld Check# 
Card #: Exp. Date CVV 

Amount of charge: _ _—C—isCSCSC#i@S ater: 


DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 


[=] 50,500 


[fs 
=) WEST- 
HAMPTON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 










GRANBY 












%, 
BLANDFORD BS 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 


Addathird ZONE __—* $5.00 ) 
a 


Subtotal 
x Number of Weeks _ 
TOTAL Enclosed — 


BELCHERTOWN 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


EASTHAMPTON 









HUBBARDSTON 


NEW BRAINTREE 

WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 
(-\ BROOKFIELD 





EAST 
BROOKFIELD 








WALES ( HOLLAND 





Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


Includes 
——— —— ——————_ aiditional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Landscape design & mainte- 
nance 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


LAWN & GARDEN 


*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8 
screened, $28/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; 
No additives, fillers or by-products. Lo- 
cal deliv. to Oakham and surrounding 
towns only. Eliot Starbard 508-882- 
0140. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


KEEP IT PAINTING- Klems ex. 
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex 
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. [ree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


Bill expands 
access to telehealth 


BOSTON — The Massa- 
chusetts Senate unanimously 
passed the Patients First Act, 
the third piece of signature 
healthcare legislation ad- 
vanced by the body to increase 
access to health care, protect 
patients, and enhance quality 
care. The legislation builds on 
vital lessons learned during the 
COVID-19 public health cri- 
sis, aS unprecedented demands 
on the healthcare system have 
prompted innovation and the 
expedited adoption of policy 
changes. 

“During this pandemic we 
have seen the use and popu- 
larity of telehealth services 
expand rapidly, and for good 
reason,” said state Sen. Anne 
Gobi, D-Spencer, on the bill’s 


The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | 


Senate passes Patients First Act 


passage. “Our actions here re- 
flect the changing needs of our 
communities, and I am glad 
that we have prioritized the 
need to ensure these services 
remain affordable and acces- 
sible while keeping patients 
protected from out-of-network 
costs.” 

The Patients First Act en- 
sures that telehealth services 
are available across the com- 
monwealth, services have expe- 
rienced a dramatic expansion 
during the COVID-19 pan- 
demic, enabling patients across 
the state to continue receiving 
vital medical care through 
phone or videoconference 
without risking exposure to the 
coronavirus. Experience from 
the last few months has shown 
that telehealth has the ability 
to improve efficiency and ex- 
pand access to care. These ser- 
vices, however, were not widely 


utilized before COVID-19. 

The bill does the following 
to put patients first: 

Requires insurance carriers, 
including MassHealth, to cover 
telehealth services in any case 
where the same in-person ser- 
vice would be covered. It also 
ensures that telehealth services 
include care through audio-on- 
ly telephone calls, and requires 
reimbursement rates to match 
in-person services over the next 


two years. 
Eliminates “surprise _ bill- 
ing,’ the unfair practice of 


charging patients who are un- 
aware they received health care 
services outside of their insur- 
ance network for costs that in- 
surance carriers refuse to pay. 
The situation is common espe- 
cially prior to a planned proce- 
dure, and it can be impossible 
to avoid uncovered services, 
particularly in emergency situ- 


ations. 
Expands the scope of prac- 
tice for several health care pro- 
fessionals, increasing patient 
access to critical care. The bill 
would allow registered nurse 
practitioners, nurse anesthe- 
tists and psychiatric nurse 
mental health specialists to 
practice independently as long 
as they meet certain education 
and training standards. 
Recognizes pharmacists as 
health care providers, enabling 
them to integrate more fully 
into coordinated care teams. 
Creates a new professional 
license for “dental therapists,” 
who will be authorized to pro- 
vide dental hygiene and other 
oral health services, which will 
help expand access to dental 
care in underserved communi- 
ties. 
Tasks state 
oversight agencies 


health care 
to ana- 
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lyze and report on the effects 
COVID-19 has had on the 
Commonwealth’s health care 
delivery system as it relates to 
accessibility, quality and _ fis- 
cal sustainability. The analysis 
will include an inventory of 
all health care services and re- 
sources serving Massachusetts 
residents from birth to death, 
as well as an analysis of exist- 
ing health care disparities due 
to economic, geographic, racial 
or other factors. 

The passage of the Patients 
First Act marks the third major 
piece of healthcare legislation 
passed in the Senate this ses- 
sion, in addition to the Phar- 
maceutical Access, Costs and 
Transparency (PACT) Act and 
the Mental Health Addressing 
Barriers to Care Act. 

The Patients First Act now 
moves to the House of Repre- 
sentatives for consideration. 


Classifieds 
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STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grina- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


AUTO 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 


(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


DRIVER - CDL CLASS A PNEU- 
MATIC TANK & DUMP TRAILER. EX- 
PERIENCED ONLY. RB Enterprises 
413-583-8393 


TOWN OF WARREN 
WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT PLANT 
ASSISTANT CHIEF OPERATOR 
The Town of Warren Board of Sewer 
Commissioners is accepting Applica- 
tions for a Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Assistant Chief Operator. Salary is in 
accordance with the Town’s current 

wage Classification plan. 

Applicants must possess a Massachu- 
setts Grade 5 Operators License and 
valid MA Driver's license. 

Job descriptions and applications are 
available at the Warren Wastewater 
Treatment Plant, 2527 Main Street, 
West Warren, MA 01092 The position 
will remain open until filled. 

Warren is an EOE. 


LAND FOR SALE 


25’X110’ ROW LOT W/ 40’ water- 
front on Holland Lake. Unbuildable. 
Possible dock and swimming. $13,000 
or BO 508-868-6157 





fated 5 
Find a good home or 
adopt your next pet here! 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


BROOKFIELD 1 BR 2nd fl, off-street 
parking, $580/ mo + utilities. Must have 
good rental history 413-262-5082 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 

eLaundry Facilities 


eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 
@ 





Hampden Housing Authority 
Elderly/Handicapped Housing 


Currently seeking applicants for our 
Elderly/Handicapped TWO bedroom housing program 
at Centennial Commons in Hampden, Mass. These 
units are located on the second floor. There are no 
elevators. The maximum net income for a two person 
household is $54,650. Interested applicants may obtain 
a housing application by calling 


(413) 566-8157 


EHO 








Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





MONSON - 3-ROOM immaculate 
apartment- appliances, off-street park- 
ing, trash removal, NO pets/smoking, 
FLS required $625/ mo. Call 413- 
267-3577 


SECTION 8 WELCOME Ware 
2 bedroom apts. new kitchen, bath, 
paint, flooring, appliances, etc. Avail- 
able ASAP (413)531-2433 


WARREN LG. 3 BR off-street park- 
ing, gas heat, appliances. Housing as- 
sistance acceptable. Very good rental 
history. 413-262-5082 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE HAS opened 
a brand new facility in Ware behind 
the Ware Post Office. Call for all your 
storage needs and our low rates. 413- 
531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


BUY 


LOCALLY 
Suppont our community 


FOR RENT 


ey) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 








PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge - Brookfield - West Brookfield - East Brookfield - North Brookfield & New Braintree 





QUABOAG 


CURREN 


NORTH BROOKFIELD STURBRIDGE 
Summer reading OSV opens July 4th 
Starts July 6 pb weekend p8 


Volume 13, Number 37 




















- Editorial/Opinion 
~ Sports 
— Classifieds 
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Our 


JULY 4TH APPLIANCE SALE! 
OPEN JULY 4TH 10AM-SPM! 


OVER 1000 A/C’S IN STOCK!!! 
OVER 400 TV’S IN STOCK!!! 


MATTRESS SALE 


OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES IN STOCK 
FOR FAST DELIVERY OR PICK UP! 


OVER 1,000 BIKES IN STOCK! 
WE REPAIR ALL BIKE MODELS! 


OV” FINANCING FOR 12 MONTHS 




















{amr we sp se eines 508- 885- 9343 
“Go 


TO WHITCOSALES. com 


Dorrinda 0’Keefe-Shea 
Knowledge + Confidence + 
Commitment + Availability 

= Succesful Results 


Top Producer Again 2020 


Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990 


www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com 


Century 21 
North East 
109 West St., Ware 


LANDSCAPE STONE 


Beige, Blush, Blue, Brown, Purple, 
Red, Lt Gray, Dk Gray, White 


% Screened Loam Stored in Building 
Construction Stone © Construction Sand ¢ Concrete Sand 
Title V Septic Sand © Brick Sand © Sand Box Sand 
Utility Sand ¢ Stone Dust ¢ Silt 
Crushed Gravel ¢ Crushed Asphalt ¢ Crushed Concrete 
Homeowner Friendly ¢- No Minimums 


PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! } 
98 North Spencer Road, 

Route 31N, Spencer, MA 

508-885-6100 

508- id 2480 























We are now allowing customers to come in the store. 
Maximum 10 people in store at a time. 


MUST WEAR A MASK 
OR YOU CANNOT COME IN! 


We still do curbside pickup if you want to call and 
pay for order over the phone. We are doing our best 
to make sure you have a safe experience. 


CONCRETE SOLUTIONS 


199 East Broadway (Rt. 2A), Gardner * 978-669-0088 
Mon.-Fri. 7:00-4:30; Sat. 8:00-1:00 


2240 Main Street 


West Warren 


NOW OFFERING 413- 436§- 5900 


PIZZA! 












CONNECTIO 


BUYING OR SELLING... 


REALT\ www.PostRoadRealty.com 


FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 


z, WELLENS MARKE ee rh 


Selling Your aa, 


<* Now Is The Time To List It. 7° 
Kk Please Contact Us And We Can Help..: Al 


Follow us on 
Facebook 


John and Cassie Paolucci 


) 774-200-3523 























FOUNTAIN 


Construction Company _icorPorarteD | 


e Excavation Complete Site Work e Demo ¢ New Home Construction 
e Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand 
e Trucking ¢ Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work 
e Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements 


YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US! 


177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083 
413-436-5705 ¢ www.fountainandsons.com 










oF Yod eo Coated NoZe) 
preparations , 





erie Inc. 


- A TURLEY PUBLICATION - 
WWW.TURLEY.COM 


MONDAY-SATURDAY 
8AM-7PM 


FAX / COPY / ATM / NOTARY PUBLIC 


WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU! 


Purchase Any Automotive 
NAPA Battery and Receive 
$25 Via Mail-In Rebate! 


"20 


Mail-in Rebate! 


EXCLUSIVE TO 
NAPA Stores 

and NAPA AutoCare 
Centers. 


Limit (2) per customer. 
Offer good only 

July 1-August 31, 2020. 
See store for details. 


dNAPA NAPAD NAPA AUTO PARTS: 
4 WARE*WEST BROOKFIELD 


175 West St., Ware 116 Federal St. 117 West Main St., 
413-967-5121 © 967-3184 (Rt. 9) Belchertown W. Brookfield 508-867-9947 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun.9-2 413-323-7661 © 323-9296 Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2 


Start your next move with Stewart! 
Professional Photography : Sti euto wea ebeauag: 
| Floor Plans - Social Media Ads 
ABC TV Show Promotion 
Brochures - Postcards - Print Ads 
Targeted Online Advertising FE 
BUYING ¢ SELLING e RELOCATING rT 


COLDWELL BANKER STEWART & STEWART 7 


RESIDENTIAL 
BROKERAGE 


413-387-8608 a 


Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com e StewartandStewartHomes.com 




















SAND & GRAVEL CO 


Washed & Double Washed 
Crushed Stone 
Washed Sand e Stone Dust 
Natural Round Landscaping Stone 
Screened Loam e Crushed Gravel 


PLANT LOCATION 
53 Brooks Pond Rd., North Brookfield, eh 


D> La 908.867.0400 


NOW OPEN 
FOR INDOOR DINING! 
Shrimp & Grits 
Beer Battered Fish 
Fried or Pan Seared Scallops 
~ Offering Fish Daily! ~ 


Soups 
Chili ¢ Clam Chowder 
& “Soup of the Day” 


E.B. Flatts 


245 W. Main, E. Brookfield « 508-867-6643 


Closing at 
Noon on 
July 4th 





FRESH 
SANDWICHES 


& MEALS 
GROCERIES 
BEER & WINE 


